OF  JOHN AUBREY
remember when you were at Oxon," he wrote to Aubrey on nth
November, 1667, "that you promised upon my enquirie &c., to
obtained some intelligence concerning Dr. Joh: Hoskyns sometimes
of New Coll: of his birth death and buriall, his bookes that he wrote
and that might be worthie memorie of him. If you please to informe
me as soone as you can, I shall take it for a verie great favour from
your hands. 'Tis probable you might upon recollection informe me
also of others, that wejre Oxford men. The which, if you at your leisure
can, you \&ouid alwaies oblige me to be, Sir, your most humble servant
Anth: Wpode." And a few months later he again assured him,
" I am glad I have such a friend as you to stir in my business. I
would by.:noe means have put you to this trouble, could I have
reposed confidence in any other."
Anthony Wood, at Dean Fell's suggestion, intended to follow up
his " Historia et Antiquitates Universitatis Oxoniensis," with an even
more elaborate work entitled " Athenae Oxoniensis: An Exact
History of all the Writers and Bishops who have had their Education
in the most ancient and famous University of Oxford from the Fifteenth
Year of King Henry the Seventh Dom. 1500, to the end of the Year
1690." But he soon found that his unpopularity was a great hindrance
to him in gathering the information that he needed; and for this
work, Aubrey's popularity and wide acquaintanceship were ideal.
The offer of help, therefore, Wood accepted with alacrity, but Aubrey
responded with such a will that Wood's tone soon changed towards
him. For exactly four years after his original letter he was writing
to Aubrey in this peremptory tone. " Allington is not far from you.
If you have occasion to goe that way, pray see whether Mr. Nich.
Fuller, the Critick have an Epitaph there. If not take the day and year
of his buriall out of the Register. I have heard he died there. If you
cannot goe, employ your brother and I shall be gratefull to him.
If not buried there, perhaps at Salisbury, where he was prebend. He
died about 1626."
As time went on the commands became ever more direct. " Quaere
more of Mr. Aubrew," Wood jotted down on his notes and
sometimes one of these formidable lists of queries has survived.
" i. Epitaph of Francis Potter; if none, then the day and yeare where
buried.—2. Titles of Dr. Pettie's books published, where borne
(Rumney in Hampshire, quaere.)—3. When Dr. John Godolphin
died, where he died and where buried; quaere the bookseller that
sold his books.—4. Title of books that John Davyes of Kidwelly
translated.—7. Register of S. Pancrass Church.—8. Which daughter
and heir of Carew Raleigh was married to Sir John Ellwes.—9. To
send to Olor Iscanus to answer my letters.—10. To put John Dugdale
in mind of John Davenport.—n. Mr. Hook for the Christian name
of ... Oliver, glass paynter.—12. What is said of Father Simons
in his collections.—13. Dr. Walter Charlton, who he succeeded?—
14. My letters to be returned.—15. Where Mr. Robert Boyle lived and
died."	t     t      r
Faced with a list like this in an age when there were no books of
reference to turn to, Aubrey set about gathering his information as
best he could.   Sometimes his friends helped him, but though Lzaak
[lix]

